
Setting the Scene for the…
CHARLOTTETOWN

CONFERENCE

ALL WORK   AND NO PLAY
The public record of the Charlottetown 
Conference is well known but it is less known 
what the delegates did when they arrived in 
Charlottetown. Although their reception was 
less than stellar, as evidenced by various news 
reports, once the delegates found a place
to stay and the  Conference got underway, the    
                      Prince Edward Island hosts  
                      treated their guests to
                        Island hospitality. 

Few personal accounts survive of the Conference events outside the official 
reports; however delegate and founder of the Globe and Mail newspaper, George 
Brown (1818-1880) had sent a long letter to his wife, Anne, that illustrates his 
experience with the people and the City. It provides a rare glimpse into the 
unofficial side of the Charlottetown Conference. Newspapers also provided 
information about the Conference and its goings on and what Islanders thought 
of the idea of Confederation. 

A grand ball and supper was held at Province House on the 
final night of the Conference. The delegates returned to their 
ship directly after the event and they all sailed for Halifax.

Edward Palmer (1809-1889) was born in Charlottetown, 
the son of a lawyer, Edward Palmer also studied law and 
became a politician, serving briefly as Premier and a judge. 
Although he was a delegate at the Charlottetown 
Conference and the Quebec Conference, he was not a 
supporter of Confederation. Instead, he favoured a 
stronger trade arrangement with the United States.
While serving as Attorney General in 1873,
he would change his mind on the topic
when the Island was on the brink of
financial ruin.

John Hamilton Gray (1811-1887) was a soldier, and later, a politician, Gray was born on Prince Edward Island to 
a family that was of the ruling class. Due to his role as Premier of the host Province, Gray was selected to be the 
Chair of the Charlottetown Conference. He would become a supporter of Confederation and entertain the 
delegates at his mansion near the Brighton Shore, Inkerman House. Inkerman House was built after Gray 
returned from the Crimean War. He named his new house for the name ofthe Crimean war, Battle of Inkerman. 
The battle took place on November 5, 1854, in Crimea where Allied troops clashed with the Russians. Although 
the Allies were outnumbered by almost three to one by the Russians, the Allies were victorious. Gray planted a 
magnificent lane of trees from North River Road up to Inkerman House. Birches were on one side and lindens on 
the other representing the two sides of the war. It is not hard to imagine the delegates rolling along the beautiful 
tree lined country lane, while the leaves softly rustled in the early September evening.

William Henry Pope (1825-1879) was born in Bedeque, Prince 
Edward Island to a political family. Pope was educated on the 
Island and went on to study in England. He returned to the Island 
where he became a lawyer and would go on to become a land 
agent, journalist, politician and judge. He married Helen DesBrisay 
in 1851, and they had two sons and six daughters; their elder son, 
Joseph Pope, became private secretary to, and biographer of, Sir 
John A. Macdonald. Pope was a strong advocate for Confederation 
and attended both the Charlottetown and the Quebec 
Conferences. George Brown would stay with the Pope Family at 
Ardgowan when he came as a delegate to the Conference.

George Coles (1810-1875) was born on Prince Edward Island to a 
farming family. With little formal education, Coles traveled to England 
where he learned the brewing business. He married Mercy Haine and 
they would have 12 children. When he returned to Prince Edward 
Island, Coles became a merchant, brewer, steam mill operator, farm 
operator, landlord and politician. He was the first Premier of the 
Island after responsible government was introduced in 1851 but at 
the time of the Charlottetown Conference, he was serving as the 
Leader of the Opposition. Coles favoured Confederation at first but 
when a solution to the land question was not forthcoming at Quebec, 
he withdrew his support. While the delegates visited the Island, Coles 
invited them to his home for lunch. Sadly the house and farm no 
longer exist.

Edward Whelan (1824-1867) was not a delegate to 
the Charlottetown Conference but he did attend the 
Ball at Province House. Born in Ireland, he moved to 
Halifax where he apprenticed in the offices of 
Joseph Howe. Whelan went on to become a 
journalist and came to Prince Edward Island in 1843. 
He was the founder of the Palladium newspaper and 
editor of the Morning News. In 1847, he founded the 
Examiner one year after he entered politics. He would 
go on to be a delegate at the Quebec Conference 
and a Father of Confederation. Sadly he we not see 
the Island enter Confederation as he passed away in 
1867 at the young age of 43.

Thomas Heath Haviland (1822-1895) did not serve 
as a delegate to the Charlottetown Conference; 
however he did attend the Quebec Conference and 
was one of three who arranged for Prince Edward 
Island’s entry into Confederation in 1873. Born in 
Charlottetown, to a wealthy and influential family, he 
would study in Belgium and Charlottetown. In 1846, 
he was called to the Bar and won his first election 
within one year. He would go on to become a 
politician, Lieutenant Governor, Senator and Mayor of 
Charlottetown. Under his leadership, the City 
obtained a new City Hall and a water system.

Andrew Archibald Macdonald (1829-1912) was born 
on Prince Edward Island at Three Rivers, the youngest 
Father of Confederation was educated on the Island and 
became a merchant and ship owner. He would enter 
politics and later become Lieutenant Governor and a 
Senator. He attended both the Charlottetown and 
Quebec Conferences. He did not support any union 
that did not offer financial incentives or effective 
representation. Later, when the railway debt 
accumulated, Macdonald grew to accept the idea of 
Confederation and it was he who presented the motion 
in the Legislative Council to accept union with the rest 
of Canada.

The Conference sits daily now, from ten to three, without 
interruption or adjournment. Yesterday morning, before the hour 
of business, they all repaired to the lawn in front of Government 

House, and were photographed in a group, by an artist named 
Roberts, from St. John. Some wag remarked that he thought 

they would discover that "the Conference was sold." 

The Morning Chronicle, 10 September 1864

Another image was scheduled for later that day at the Colonial 
Building (Province House) but the photographer chosen,

R.R. McLellan, would ultimately not take the image.

THE DELEGATES

George Dundas,
Mrs. Dundas,
and Helen
Bayfield

Government 
House, c.1890

The Ball at Province House, Dusan Kadlec

Mount Edward Road near Charlottetown 1871. Ravenwood and 
Ardgowan can be seen in the distance, Robert Harris

The Confederation Delegates
at Government House,

6 September 1864

A RARE GLIMPSE

THE GALA BALL

George Brown (1818-1880)
Ontario Delegate

HERITAGE OFFICE

In the evening the Governor, Mr. Dundas

gave a large dinner party to as many of

the party as he could conveniently receive -

I being one. He is a very nice fellow, son

of Dundas of Dundas in the neighbourhood

of Edinburgh. His wife is English, of the

name of Atkinson- a very agreeable person.

During our stay they were very kind to us. The 

Government House is very pretty- handsome grounds 

around it & the sea washing up gently to the very 

door. After all, Anne, there is something in the Sea.

“At four, we lunched at the residence of Mr. Coles,    

leader of the Parliamentary Opposition. He is a 

brewer farmer & distiller- & gave us a handsome

         set out. He has a number of handsome      

    daughters, well educated, well informed &    

    sharp as needles. The evening. I passed on     

    board the steamer, playing chess & catching 

    lobsters over the side of the steamer.”

          I was the guest of Mr. Pope. the Provl.    

          Secretary, during my stay on the Island    

          & was very glad to get 
to bed that first      

          night. On Friday, we met in Conference     

          & Canada opened her batteries 
– John A.    

          and Cartier exp
osing the general arguments in 

favour of Confederation -& this occupied the time until

the hour of adjournment at three. At four o'clock

Mr. Pope gave us a grand Dejeuner à la fourchette – 

oysters, lobster
s & champagne & other Island luxuries.

This killed the day & we spent the beautiful moonlight 

evening in walking, driving or boating, as the mood

was on us. I sat on Mr. Pope's balcony looking out on

the sea in all its glor
y. 

George Brown to his wife, Anne

12 September 1864

He is describing his stay with the W.H. Pope family

at Ardgowan and various Conference events on the

1 and 2 September 1864.

“When the Conference adjourned, we all proceeded on board our steamer & the members were entertained at luncheon in princely style. Cartier and I made eloquent speeches - of course- and whether as the result of our eloquence or of the goodness of our champagne, the ice became completely broken, the tongues of the delegates wagged merrily, and the banns of matrimony between all the Provinces of BNA having been formally proclaimed and all manner of persons duly warned there and then to speak or forever after to hold their tongues-- no man appeared to forbid the banns and the union was thereupon formally completed and proclaimed! 
In the evening, Col. Gray gave a grand dinner party at his beautiful mansion. His wife is the daughter of Sir John Pennefather, Commander of the Forces at Aldershott. Sheseems a most excellent person. She has threedaughters- one here & two at Aldershott ona visit to their grand mamma. You willlike her very much when you see her. I halfpromised to make a run down to Aldershott& see her daughters, while in London.”

George Brown to his wife, Anne12 September 1864
He is describing the reception on board the SS QueenVictoria (the steamer the Canadians arrived on) anddinner at Inkerman House 3 September 1864.Susan Pennefather was John Hamilton Gray's wife.Sadly she would pass away only two years later.

George Brown to his wife, Anne 

12 September 1864

He is describing the party thrown by Lieutenant Governor Dundas

and his wife, 1 September 1864

Inkerman House

Ardgowan

From Panoramic View of 
Charlottetown by Albert Ruger, 

1878 the site of George Coles’ town 
house and brewery

Monitor, 8 September 1864

George Brown to his wife, Anne

12 September, 1864

He is describing the reception at

George Coles' Stone Park Farm

5 September 1864 and his

evening on the steamer fishing

lobsters.

The Canadians this day closed their case, & left the Conference to decide what course it would take on their propositions. At four o’clock, Mr. Palmer, Atty. General gave the delegates a grand luncheon at his residence. He is a very agreeable amicable man – a person of good sense & ability who has seen much of the world. His family are in mourning, so that we did not see the ladies. 
George Brown to his wife, Anne
12 September 1864
He is describing a luncheon given byEdward Palmer at his home on the
east side of Queen Street on
6 September 1864

The Vindicator, 7 September, 1864

The Monitor, 8 
September, 1864
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